
Ending Canada’s  
Commercial Seal Hunt

FAST FACTS  Canada’s seal hunt is the 
largest allowable slaughter of marine mammals in 
the world.
 In 2009, Canadian Senator Mac Harb introduced 
the first-ever bill to end the commercial seal hunt.
 Eighty-one percent of Canadians say they would 
not be upset if the commercial seal hunt were to end.
 Thirty countries have banned the sale of seal products, including 7 of Canada’s top 10 export markets. 
 In March 2009, Russia made it illegal to hunt seals less than one year of age in the White Sea, 

effectively ending Russia’s seal hunt.  Seventy-five percent of sealing communities in 
Newfoundland report that less than 5% of their income is derived from sealing.

The problem:
Our first campaign, in 1969, was in protest of the 
Canadian seal hunt. By the 1980s, our work, and 
the outrage of millions of people around the world, 
had all but stopped Canada’s brutal hunt. However, 
thanks to massive subsidies from the Canadian 
government, seal hunting has returned, and it’s time 
to stop it once again.
Canada’s commercial seal slaughter is neither humane 
nor adequately regulated. This has been confirmed 
by independent veterinary reports and our own video 
evidence from the ice. Every spring, frightened baby 
seals as young as three weeks old are violently beaten 
with spiked clubs – called hakapiks – or shot from 
moving boats. 
Global warming is melting the ice that harp seals 
require to give birth and nurse their pups on. When 
suitable ice cannot be found, mothers may give birth 
in the water where the pups die. Other pups may be 
born on ice too thin to support them throughout the 
nursing period, or abandoned on shore. Pups also 
need ice for resting as they make the long migration 

How you can help:
GET INVOLVED  Contact your Canadian 
embassy and express your support for Canadian Senator 
Mac Harb’s bill which would end Canada’s commercial seal 
hunt.

DONATE  Bringing an end to the inhumane 
slaughter of seal pups relies on people like you. To donate, 
go to: www.ifaw.org/donate or call 1-800-932-4329. 

northward. No one makes a living from this hunt. It’s a 
short-term activity, providing a few days’ employment 
each year. The products derived from commercial 
sealing are non-essential and increasingly unwanted 
by consumers. And the little money generated by this 
hunt can be replaced by other means.

Our solution:
Our goal is to eliminate markets for seal products 
through political advocacy and to pressure the 
Canadian government to end the commercial seal 
hunt. We achieved a major victory when the European 
Parliament voted in favor of a ban on the trade of all 
seal products within the EU. Canada’s commercial  
seal slaughter is unwanted by the majority of Canadians 
and millions of people around the world. Every year, 
we travel to the ice to document the seal hunt and 
videotape shocking acts of cruelty. There is  
no better time than now for this inhumane, 
unnecessary slaughter to end.
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